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PREFACE 

I have great pleasure in introducing to the learned 
scholars as well as to the students of Indian Philosophy 
Vedantasdracintsmani a short manual of Advaita Philo- 
sophy by Sitaramasastri as number three of our series. The 
author is supposed to have lived in the recent past of a 
little over one hundred years. The significant features of 
this small work are well explained by the Editor himself in 
his introduction, 

This Research Institute was originally established at 
Tirupati in 1940 under the authority of the Tirumala- 
Tirupati Devasthanams, Tirupati. About 60 works in 
Sanskrit, Telugu and Tamil have been published upto 1956 
under different series of the Institute. 16 volumes of 
S.V.O. Journal -a literary organ of the Institute - were also 
issued during thac period. 

Sri Venkateswara University was established at Tirupati 
in September, 1954 and the Institute with its two wings of 
Library viz., Manuscripts and Printed Books and staff was 
transferred to the University on 1-11-1956 to achieve better 
results in research and teaching when post-graduate courses 
in Sanskrit and Telugu were to be instituted by the univer- 
sity which happened in 1959. During this short period of 
three years S.V.U. Oriental Journal Vol I of 1958 was 
issued. In July, 1959 the Principal, S.V. University College 
was made the ex-officio Director of the Institute until 1968 
during which period 6 more volumes of S.V.U.O. Journal 
ending with Vol, VII of 1964 were issued. 



11 



It is in July, 1968 the present Director took independent 
charge of the Institute, Tie Journal is brought uptodate 
issuing 8 more volumes U, from Vol. VIII of 1965 to 
Vol. XV of 1972 in quick succession, Tie matter for 
Vol XVI of 1973 is made ready to go to the press, Book 
publication work also is taken up and 6 works are already 
released and three more are in the process of printing, 
Thanks to the dynamic personality of Dr, D, kmatha 

/I 4 JO 

Reddy our beloved Vice-Chancellor whose encouragement is 
always far ahead of our performance 



TTOATI, 

12th July, 1973, 



J, CHENNA REDDY, 

G8NBRAL BDTO, 



INTRODUCTION 

The Veddntasaracint affiant of Sltaramasastrin is 
a short manual dealing with the primary tenets of 
the Advaita Philosophy from the metaphysical point 
of view. It is intended to cater to the needs of the 
beginner in the subject. Hence the author does not 
either raise the epistemological issues or dilate much 
on the controversial problems leading to the emer. 
gence of different schools like the Bhamali and Viva- 
rana. For example he merely records the theories 
on the self, namely avaccheda-paksa of Vacasptimisra 
and pratibimba-paksa of Praka&tman without 
entering into the discussion of their relative merits 
(see para 12). 

This work is in fact written on the similar lines 
of the Vedantasara o? Sadananda; the only difference 
is that our author quotes profusely the Srutis, 
Gita and Puranas as well as the writings of the cele- 
brated exponents of Advaita like VidySranya and 
Appayyadlksita. In this respect the influence of the 
writers on the Visistadvaita and Dvaita can be 
seen. The significant method adopted in this work 
is the attempt to combine teachings of the Advaita 
with that of the Yoga of Patanjali. While the for- 
mer supplies the metaphysics the latter explains the 
method to be adopted by the sddhaka. Hence it is 
quite interesting to note the detailed discussion on 
the process of attaining moksz through the path of 
Vamadeva (Vdtnadeva-mdrga) which is meant for an 
adhikarin who could not go through the path of 
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Suka (uka-marga) and realise the brahmajndna by 
mere sravana, manana and nididhyasana. The 
detailed description of the topics dealt with in the 
text given on the contents page will suffice to give a 
conspectus of the nature of the work. 



This work seems to be little known and so far 
no reference of it has been recorded in any catalogue 
including the Catalogus Catalogorum of Th. Aufrecht. 
The present edition is based on two palm-leaf manus- 
cripts preserved in the Sri Venkateswara University 
Oriental Manuscript Library bearing the Nos. 5310(a) 
and 5323 (b) which are abbreviated as A and B, 
respectively. 



Sitdramasdstrin and his Works : 

The author himself refers to three of his other 
works in the present text, namely Veddntakaustubha 
(para 101), a commentary on the first four satras of 
the first Adhydya of the Brahmasatros, Bhaktamaha- 
tmya (para 102) and Bhagoladiprapancanirnaya 
(para 49). The Veddntakaustubha is available 
in two palm-leaf manuscripts, one in Sri Venka- 
teswara University Oriental Manuscripts Library 
(No. 5526) and the other in the Madras Government 
Oriental Manuscripts Library (R. 4143). The other 
two works are not reported to be available. 

The author does not give any information regard- 
ing his personal life in either of his works He 
conceals even the name of his teacher and refers to 



him as one born in the Atreya-gotra. 1 In the colo- 
phon of the Vedantakaustubha the author is men- 
tioned as belonging to the Kaundinya-gotra.* 
Nothing else could be gleaned about the author from 
the internal evidences available in the works pre- 
served. The upper limit of composing the present 
work could be fixed to the first half of the last 
century from the dates of copying the manuscripts 
as supplied by the scribes of A and B 8 _ 

1 . 



Introductory verse of the Vedantakaustubha, R. 4143. 
Probably he was not willing to mention his teacher by name 
as it was against the practice as referred to in the verse: 

Jjffaf S 



^ 



3. The scribe of 5310 (a) named Krsnasastrin has trans- 
cribed besides Vedsntasaracintfimaiii, ChSndogyopanisad- 
vivaranam also 5310 (b). The scribal remarks after the 
colophon evidence that the scribe has copied 5310 (b) 
on 25 3 ,1862. 



If we take that 5310 (a) is also copied in the same year 
or sometime either before or after 5310 (b) it could 
safely be said that our MS is copied around the year 
1861 and 62. If the year given on the title page of the 
MS. 5323 by its scribe Harihara is taken as the year of 
copying 5323 (b), it could be concluded that it is copied 
in the year Subhakrt which is equivalent to 1842-43 
A.D. 

However this MS can not be the basis for 5310 (a) be- 
cause there are many omissions and mistakes in the for- 
mer which are not found in the latter. This might sug- 
gest that there would be atleast one more MS which 
might be the author's original copy from which these two 
MSS are copied in different years. The lacuna in both 
the MSS in the para 70 also strengthens our presump- 
tion, 
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Description of the Manuscripts : 

A. 5310 Palm-leaf 
Grantha Script Good condition 
No of folios: 27 Size 46 5X3.5 cms. 

B. 5323 Palm-leaf 
Grantha Script Slightly damaged 
No. of folios: 31 Size: 38.5X '.4 cms. 

It appears that both of them are copied from 
a common source which fact is corroborated by the 
lacuna in both the manuscripts in para 70. A is 
written with greater care than B as there are much 
omissions and penslips in the latter. 
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